
Bids Tabled on Cole Park Seawall, Pier 
Corpus Christi Caller 
November 5, 1970 

Bids for construction of a seawall around Cole 
Park and a concrete fishing pier extending from it 
came in well above funds available for the 
project, posing the possibility the project will not 
be realized.  

Bids were opened yesterday by the City Council. 
The apparent low base bid was submitted by W. 
T. Young Construction Co., who quoted a price of 
$616,540. Six alternates were taken, the lowest, 
also by Young, being $490,500.  

The city has only $410,000 in approved bond 
funds for the project. The bids were tabled for 
review and recommendation. Because so many 
alternates were taken the City had not prepared 
an estimate for the job. Bids on two other 
construction projects also were opened 
yesterday, one coming in below the estimate and 
one above.  

Bax-Tex Corp. submitted the apparent low bid for 
repair to the Holly Road water reservoirs. The bid 
was $49,000 which compares with an estimate of 
$35,000. Slovak Brothers was low for construction 
of a sanitary sewer pump station, bidding $9,376 
as compared with an estimate of $15,000. ZIP 
Tube of San Antonio was low for installation of a 
tube conveying system for the police building, 
bidding $6,384.  

The Cole Park project is the second major one 
opened by the council since Hurricane Celia. Bids 
opened last month for the wing to the Corpus 
Christi Museum, came in at more than$600,000. 
There is only $500,000 available and the staff is 
preparing to recommend that the bids be rejected 
and called again next spring, after the 
construction boom has slowed. 

 

 



Park pier, seawall due completion 
Corpus Christi Caller 
February 8, 1972 

The contractor on the delayed Cole Park fishing 
pier and seawalI project has assured City Hall that 
he will make a determined effort to complete the 
project soon, James K. Lontos, director of 
engineering services, said yesterday. 

Lontos said he met recently with officials of the 
company, Lloyd W. Richardson Co. Lontos said 
they assured him they would get back on the job 
within a week.  

Time for completion of the project within the 
specified contract limits is running out. The latest 
public works progress report, issued in January, 
shows that 132 of the 140 working days allowed 
have already been used. The project, under 
contract since last March, was listed in the 
January report as being 64 percent complete.  

Bad weather has caused a lot of the problems, 
Lontos noted. There were the heavy rains of last 
fall and unusual high tides much of the year.  

The fishing pier is basically finished, and the storm 
sewer extension completed. The final phase on 
which work is to resume is construction of the 
concrete seawall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cole Park beach erosion  
Corpus Christi Caller 
September 11, 1973 
Photo by George Gongora 

Rain and irrigation water from the higher grassy portions of Cole Park have caused erosion of the sand 
on the low area near the water. The effect is a series of rocky gullies which are hard on the feet of park 
visitors and are unsightly. The city currently has a dispute going with the contractor concerning how 
much is owed on the park work which was completed a year ago. But City Manager Marvin Townsend 
said yesterday the gullies in the sand have nothing to do with that. He said some erosion had been 
expected and it wasn't really a problem. The city may grade the sand to fill the washouts and plant grass 
in the sand to cut down on erosion, he said.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tire reef is going near Cole Park pier 
Corpus Christi Caller 
August 2, 1977 

A tire reef to be placed near Cole Park pier today should "enhance the catch in that area,'' a Texas 
Coastal Marine Council spokesman said yesterday. 

The reef, constructed from 1,200 tires, will be positioned about 125 feet from the north side of the pier 
in Corpus Christi Bay. 

"The tires will provide a sanctuary for fish in the area," said Howard Lee, program director for the 
council. "They will also provide a basis on which marine life can grow to provide food for the free 
swimming fish."  

These conditions, he said, will attract more desirable fish to the area.  

Lee said the artificial reef will be near Cole Park "indefinitely or until the tires are carried a way" through 
natural causes. Used tires from various tire dealers in the Corpus Christi and Rockport areas were 
shipped to the state Parks and Wildlife marina at Rockport where equipment from the Goodyear Tire 
&Rubber Co. was used to squeeze the tires into nylon-bound bales of about a dozen each.  

Holes were punched into the bottom to prevent them from moving on the bay bottom and to allow air 
to escape and the tires to sink.  

Bill Mercer, who heads the Parks and Wildlike Marine Laboratory project, said that although the reef will 
be completed by mid-August, it may take about six months for marine growth to cover the tires and 
attract fish to the reef.  

Last month a similar reef was established adjacent to the Rockport jetties. 

 



 



Cole Park Wall, Fishing Pier 2 to 3 months from Completion 
Corpus Christi Caller 
By Nick Jimenez 

Work on the Cole Park seawall and fishing pier is now slightly more than half finished. 

Although motorists along Ocean Drive can see only the many piles of riprap and other material removed 
from the shore of the park behind them, the seawall is taking shape. 

When the project is finished in two to three months the park will have a lighted, concrete fishing pier 
500-feet long with two fishing bays. There also will be a beach-like, sandy area around the bay side 
border of the park protected by a three-foot-high seawall.  

The project is the last scheduled improvement to the park which was reopened in 1969 after being re-
landscaped. 

The work is being done under a $370,248 contract by the Lloyd W. Richardson Co. of Aransas Pass.  

A feature to be added to the park by the project is the sandy beach which will stretch the length of the 
seawall and be 60 feet wide. The sand will be 18 inches deep, James K. Lontos, city director of public 
works, said. 

The work also includes the 150-foot extension of the Louisiana Street storm sewer line. Collapse of the 
form for the concrete line held up the work last month.  

At present concrete sheet pilings - the upright concrete slabs which serve as the foundation for the wall 
- have been put in place the entire length of the wall. All pilings for the pier have been sunk and half of 
its concrete deck is in place. 

The sheet piling, of which only loop-like reinforcing bars can be seen above the water, is nine feet high 
and is buried several feet in the bottom of the bay. 

Atop the sheet piling will be placed "capping" two-feet-wide concrete blocks, which is the visible part of 
the seawall. Some 300-feet has already been "capped."  

The sheet piling was put in place by a method called "jetting." Lontos explained that" jetting'' is using a 
jet of water to blow out bottom material to form a trench in which the piling is set.  

When the entire length of the wall is built, the piled material will be used to fill in the area between the 
wall and the park. 

The height of the seawall will be three feet above water with the sandy area sloping up at a slight angle 
to the elevation of the park. 


