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2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code Proposed Amendments 

City of Corpus Christi

[A] 101.1 Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Swimming Pool and Spa Code of the City of Corpus Christi,
hereinafter referred to as “this code.”

[A] 103.1 Creation of agency.  The City of Corpus Christi Development Services Department is hereby created
named and the official in charge thereof shall be known as the code official.  The function of the agency shall be
the implementation, administration and enforcement of the provisions of this code.

[A] 106.1 Construction documents.  Construction documents, engineering calculations, diagrams and other such
data shall be submitted in two or more sets with each application for a permit. The code official shall require
construction documents, computations and specifications to be prepared and designed by a registered design
professional where required by state law.  Construction documents shall be drawn to scale and shall be of
sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work
conforms to the provisions of this code. A licensed engineer’s design is required for class A and B pools. TAC
265.183(b)(2)

[A] 112.1 Membership of board. The board of appeals shall consist of five members appointed by the chief
appointing authority as follows: one for 5 years, one for 4 years, one for3 years, one for 2 years and one for 1 year.
Thereafter, each new member shall serve for 5 years or until a successor has been appointed. Refer to Section 14-
206 Technical Construction Boards for details on the establishment, duties and powers, and appeals process of the
construction trade advisory & appeals board.

[A] 113.4 Violation penalties. Any person who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any
of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter or repair a pool or spa in violation of the approved
construction documents or directive of the code official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of
this code, shall be guilty of a [SPECIFY OFFENSE], punishable by a fine of not more than [AMOUNT] dollars or by
imprisonment not exceeding [NUMBER OF DAYS], or both such fine and imprisonment. Each day that a violation
continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. Refer to Section 14-207 Violations
and Penalties.

305.2.1 Barrier height and clearances.  Barrier heights and clearances shall be in accordance with all the following: 

1. The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade where measured on the side of
the barrier that faces away from the pool or spa. Such height shall exist around the entire perimeter of the barrier
and for a distance of 3 feet (914 mm) measured horizontally from the outside of the required barrier. Fence height
to be 6 feet for Class A and B pools; 4 feet for Class C (Semi-public) - TAC 265.203 (c)(3)(a)

2. The vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall not exceed 2 inches (51mm) for grade
surfaces that are not solid, such as grass or gravel, where measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from
the pool or spa.

3.The vertical clearance between a surface below the barrier to a solid surface, such as concrete, and the bottom
of the required barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm) where measured on the side of the required barrier that
faces away from the pool or spa.
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4. Where the top of the pool or spa structure is above grade, the barrier shall be installed on grade or shall be
mounted on top of the pool or spa structure.  Where the barrier is mounted on the top of the pool or spa, the
vertical clearance between the top of the pool or spa and the bottom of the barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102
mm).

305.2.7 Chain link dimensions.  The maximum opening formed by a chain link fence shall be not more than 1 ¾ 
inches (44 mm).  Where the fence is provided with slats fastened at the top and bottom that reduce the openings, 
such openings shall be not greater than 1 ¾ inches (44mm). No chain link fences are allowed for Class A and B 
pools. HSC 757.003 (f). Where chain link fence is used in a Class C pool, an approved barrier is to be provided; to 
make the fence difficult to climb. TAC 265.203 (c) (3) (c) 

305.2.9 Clear zone.  Where equipment, including pool equipment such as pumps, filters and heaters, is on the 
same lot as a pool or spa and such equipment is located outside of the barrier protecting the pool or spa, such 
equipment shall be located not less than 36 inches (914mm) from the outside of the barrier. Adjacent 
structures/trees shall be at least 10 feet away from pool to prevent jumping or diving into pool. 

305.3.3 Latch release.  For doors and gates in barriers, the door and gate latch release mechanisms shall be in 
accordance with the following: 
1. Where door and gate latch release mechanisms are accessed from the outside of the barrier and are not of the
self-locking type, such mechanism shall be located above the finished floor or ground surface in accordance with
the following:

1.1.   At public pools and spas, not less than 52 inches (1219 mm) and not greater than 54 inches (1372 
mm). 60 inches HSC 757.004 (B). 
1.2.   At residential pools and spas, not less 54 inches (1372 mm). 

2. Where door and gate latch release mechanisms are of the self-locking type such as where the lock is operated
by means of a key, an electronic opener or the entry of a combination into an integral combination lock, the lock
operation control and the latch release mechanism shall be located above the finished floor or ground surface in
accordance with the following:

2.1.   At public pools and spas, not less than 34 42 inches and not greater than 48 inches (1219 mm).  Gate 
cannot be opened from either side except by card, key, or combination of both unless pool is continuously 
supervised by staff for class A and B pools and residential youth camp pools. HSC 757.004 (C); TAC 
265.203 (c)(3)(d). 
2.2.   At residential pools and spas, not greater than 54 inches (1372 mm). 

3. At private pools, where the only latch release mechanism of a self-latching device for a gate is located on the
pool and spa side of the barrier, the release mechanism shall be located at a point that is at least 3 inches (76 mm)
below the top of the gate.

401.7 Drinking Fountains. Drinking fountains are required for all public swimming pools. TAC 265.198 (E) Draf
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